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The 3rd edition of the Innovation & IP Forum and Awards was held in Paris on January 28th, 2020.
400+ participants – IP directors, chief digital officer, general counsel, directors of R&D and head of data protection– 
gathered for this major international summit on Intellectual Property and Innovation including 2 prestigious ceremonies 
rewarding the best IP Departments and the best IP Advisors.

AN INTENSIVE ONE-DAY PROGRAM…

The Innovation & IP Forum and Awards was particularly proud to host the third edition of our experts insight conferences. Outstanding 
speakers from all over the world debated and shared their expertise, knowledge and analysis during interactive round-tables and keynote 
speeches in three main topics: patent, trademark, design & data protection/IT.

The 15 panels welcomed prestigious speakers such as:

-	 Marco Aleman, Director Patent Law Division, WIPO
-	 Yann Ménière, Chief Economist, EPO 
-	 Jennifer Chung, Associate General Counsel, Accuweather
-	 Micheal Kefi, Senior Counsel - Lead Antitrust & Competition – EMEA, Uber
-	 Sonia Cooper, Senior Patent Attorney, IP Policy and Strategy, Microsoft
-	 Dennis Wilke, Legal Brand Protection / IP, Cluse
-	 Luca Comparini, Blockchain Leader, IBM
-	 Yacine Lotaut, IP Director, Thales
-	 Jean- Marc Brunel, Vice-President Intellectual Property Group, Safran
-	 Sophie Pasquier, Vice President, Licensing Executive Society
-	 Stephen Wolke, Head of Intellectual Property & Services, Thyssenkrupp Intellectual Property

…FOCUSING ON NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

The Innovation & IP Forum and Awards featured targeted networking opportunities in several ways:

First, the One-to-One platform, designed to connect each participant to members of the international IP community, offered delegates the 
opportunity to enhance their international referral network and build new alliances. In addition, the networking luncheon and the cocktail 
reception allowed attendees to develop their network and meet participants with diverse profiles.

…INCLUDING TWO PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS CEREMONIES

The networking lunch was followed by the Best IP Department Awards which recognized the best IP Departments all over the world for their 
excellent annual results and lasting contribution to management and leadership. Next on the agenda was The Best IP Advisors Awards, which 
followed cocktail hour and rewarded best IP advisors. The gold award winners in each category were elected upstream by more than 70 specialist 
jury-panels (general counsel and chief IP counsel), who committed themselves to assessing the application forms submitted by carefully 
preselected laureates. The winners were called up to the stage to accept their trophies in front of 400+ European/international difference 
makers from the world of innovation.

We warmly congratulate the 2020 laureates and thank our prestigious speakers, jury members, partners and 
sponsors for their essential contribution to the success of the second edition of the Innovation & IP Forum & Awards. 
We look forward to welcoming you next year.
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Marco Alemàn, Director Patent Law Division, WIPO

Yann Ménière, Chief Economist, EPO 

Jean- Marc Brunel, Vice-President Intellectual Property Group, SAFRAN 

Aurélie Roux, Head of IP Law & Group Legal, FAURECIA

Dominique Baroux, Director Government Affairs for Europe Middle East and Africa, AT&T

Nathalie Ruffin, Global Intellectual Property-Trademarks, FERRING PHARMACEUTICALS

Dr. Edgar Duschl, Senior Vice President Intellectual Property, SCHAEFFLER GROUP

Stephen Wolke, Head of Intellectual Property & Services, THYSSENKRUPP INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Yacine Lotaut, IP Director, THALES

Hans Hallesius, Former Head of Group Intellectual Property, ELECTROLUX

Jennifer Chung, General Counsel, ACCUWEATHER

Catalina Morales, Data Privacy Manager, BAYER

Claudia Pappas, Head of IP Trademark Team, THYSSENKRUPP IP

Yann Dietrich, Head of IP Strategy & Development, ATOS

David Modzeleski, Senior Vice President, IP & Litigation, DISCOVERY

Patricio Carballes, Legal Affairs Director, LABORATORIOS RICHMOND

Dennis Wilke, Legal Brand Protection and IP Counsel, CLUSE

Koenraad Wuyts, Chief Intellectual Property Officer, KPN

Leo Longauer, Vice President Intellectual Property, SWAROVSKI

Sophie-Carole René Worms, Acting Legal Director, RECKITT BENCKISER

Maud Robert, Head of Trademark, Copyright & Counterfeit, NESTLE SKIN HEALTH GROUP

Elisabeth Quillatre, Data Protection Officer, RENAULT

Mackenna Roberts, General Counsel & DPO, CHOICE TELEMEDICINE

Rafael Balthazar, Associate General Counsel, EMEA/SA & Mexico, NEXTEER AUTOMOTIVE

Gene Vinokour, Senior Patent Counsel, MERL-MITSUBISHI ELCTRIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES

Sonia Cooper, Senior Patent Counsel, IP Policy and Strategy, MICROSOFT

John Sideris, Principal Licensing Counsel, PHILIPS

Regis Messali, Communication & Event Director, UNIFAB

Marco Alemàn, Director Patent Law Division, WIPO

Stina Sjögren Paulsson, Head of Patents and Intellectual Property, SCANIA

Virginie Galindo, IP Services & Consulting Manager, THALES

Anne-Charlotte Le Bihan, Former President, LICENSING EXECUTIVE SOCIETY

Ivan de Lastours, Pilote Blockchain, BPI FRANCE

2020 SPEAKERS
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Davide Pinna, Head of Technology Intelligent, ANSALDO ENERGIA

Didier Patry, Chief Executive Officer, FRANCE BREVETS

Michael Kefi, Senior Counsel Lead Antitrust and Competition EMEA, UBER

Arya Vansiri, Group Head of Intellectual Property, NAVAL GROUP

Luca Comparini, Blockchain Leader, IBM

Fabien Aufrecher, Head of , HAVAS BLOCKCHAIN

Miroslav Cerny, Coordinator of Intellectual Property, SKODA

Iohann Le Frapper, General Counsel, PIERRE FABRE

Sophie Pasquier, Vice President, LICENSING EXECUTIVE SOCIETY

Boris Welzer, Group Intellectual Property Manager, EXEL INDUSTRIES

Maximin Gourcy, Group Intellectual Capital Manager, DS SMITH

Christophe Lemée, President and Co-founder, DEEP BLOCK

Florence Bigot, VP General Counsel Ethics and Compliance Officer, CAPGEMINI

Meriem Bourahla-Loudiyi, Head of the Anti-Falsification and Trademarks Department, BIOFARMA

Eric Sergheraert, Professor at University of Lille, DARTS IP

Frodo Ferro, Managing Director, HOFFMANN EITLE

Eduardo de Gama Camara Junior, Partner, DANNEMANN SIEMSEN

Luiz Enrique O. do Amaral, Senior Partner, DANNEMANN SIEMSEN

Jacques Labrunie, Partner – IP Litigator, GUSMAO & LABRUNIE

Vanessa Ribeiro, Partner – IP Litigator and Cyber Law, GUSMAO & LABRUNIE

Anna Cluzeau, Trademark Designs and Data Protection Department, ICOSA

Caroline de Mareüil-Villette, Founding Partner, ICOSA

Fernando Maiques, Director of Product Management, ANAQUA

Adriana Barrera, Managing Partner, BARLAW

Matthieu Aubert, Director of Legal Department, SAFEBRANDS

Viviane Chilton, IP Services & Counsulting Manager, QUESTEL

Nathalie de Quatrebarbes, Founder, QUATREBARBES

Quentin Roulier, Privacy Engineer, ONETRUST

2020 SPEAKERS
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BEST IP DEPARTMENT: UK & IRELAND
Winner: Mondélez International 

BEST IP DEPARTMENT: GERMANY / AUSTRIA / SWITZERLAND
Winner: ThyssenKrupp Intellectutal Property 
Special Distinction: Schaeffler Technologies

BEST IP DEPARTMENT: RUSSIA & CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE
Winner: United Wagon Company

BEST IP DEPARTMENT: ITALY, SPAIN & PORTUGAL 
Winner: Ansaldo Energia

BEST IP DEPARTMENT: BENELUX
Winner: Here Technologies

BEST IP DEPARTMENT: FRANCE
Winner: Essilor International 
Special Distinction: Biofarma

BEST IP DEPARTMENT: NORDICS
Winner: Scania

WINNERS & SPECIAL DISTINCTIONS  
IP DEPARTMENT AWARDS 2020
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JURY MEMBERS 

Vittorio Aversano, Senior IP & Brand Protection Counsel, Bulgari
Harold Barrault, Head of Licensing, Orange
Olivier Bloch, Intellectual Property Lead Counsel, Arkema
Lyse Brillouet, Vice President Intellectual Property and Licensing, Orange
Adraea Brown, Legal Director, Harley-Davidson
Jeffrey Butler, Senior IP Counsel, Lonza
Jean-Marc Brunel, Chief Intellectual Property Officer, Safran
Patricio Carballés, Legal Affairs Director, Laboratorios Richmond 
Tristan Carrier, Senior Manager, Intellectual Property Counsel – Americas, Dassault Systèmes 
Miroslav Černý, Coordinator of IP Department, Škoda Auto
Martine Clemente, Director Economic Affairs, INPI
Sophie Coignet, Director Trademark & Copyright, General Electric
Timothy Collins, Head of Intellectual Property, Bombardier Aviation
Catherine Derbois, Director Industrial Property, Chanel Parfums Beauté 
Antoine Dintrich, Chief Executive Officer, IEEPI
Nane Engelhart, Legal IP Counsel, Tomtom International
Myrtha Hurtado Rivas, Global Head Trademarks & Domain Names, Novartis International 
Stephanie Jones, Intellectual Property Lead Counsel, General Motors 
Addam Kaufman, Corporate Counsel, Oracle
Yann Kolic, IP Patent Managing Counsel, Renault
Arne Lang, Head of IP Management, Evonik
Laurence Le Texier, Head of Patent Litigation, LFB Biotechnologies
Jennifer Mahmoudi Azar, Legal Counsel, GRTGaz
Bartolomeo Marcerano, Vice President Intellectual Property, Ansaldo Energia
Frédérique Minelle, Legal Manager, Groupe Rocher
David Modzeleski, Senior Vice President, IP & Litgation, Discovery
Claudia Pappas, Head of IP Team Trademarks, ThyssenKrupp IP
Ronald Prague, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, Synchronoss Technologies
Elizabeth Quillatre, Group Data Protection Officer, Renault
Sophie Carole René-Worms, Former General Counsel, Reckitt Benckiser
Maud Robert, Director Trademarks & Counterfeit, Galderma
Edward Rockwell, Senior Vice President , General Counsel & Secretary, Epam Systems
Amanda Roos-Richard, Legal Manager, McDonald’s France Services
Daniel Roslokken, Managing Member and General Counsel, Insurance Design Administrators
Anne-Sophie Schaefer, Global Head of IP, Arkema
Gregory Sieczkiewicz, Executive Partner, Chief IP Counsel, MPM Capital
Gene Vinokur, Senior Patent Counsel, MERL-Mitsubishi Electric Research Laboratories 
Dennis Wilke, Legal Brand Protection/IP, Cluse
Stephan Wolke, Head of Intellectual Property & Services, ThyssenKrupp IP
Nabil Yanar, Senior IP Counsel, Groupe SEB
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WINNERS & SPECIAL DISTINCTIONS  
IP ADVISOR AWARDS 2020

BEST IP ADVISOR: UK & IRELAND
Winner: HGF Limited 

Special Distinction: Dehns

BEST IP ADVISOR: NORDICS
Winner: Berggren

Special Distinction: AWA

BEST IP ADVISOR: AUSTRIA & GERMANY 
Winner: Michalski Hüttermann & Partner 

Special Distinction: Hoffmann Eitle

BEST IP ADVISOR: SWITZERLAND
Winner: Weinmann Zimmerli

BEST IP ADVISOR: RUSSIA 
Winner: Sojuzpatent

BEST IP ADVISOR: CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE 
Winner: Patpol
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BEST IP ADVISOR: AFRICA 
Winner: Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property 

BEST IP ADVISOR: ITALY
Winner: Studio Torta 

BEST IP ADVISOR: PORTUGAL
Winner: Baptista Monteverde & Assiociados 

BEST IP ADVISOR: MIDDLE EAST 
Winner: Baianat Intellectual Property 

BEST IP ADVISOR: SPAIN
Winner: Baylos  

Special Distinction: Balder

BEST IP ADVISOR: BENELUX
Winner: Gevers Group 

BEST IP ADVISOR: FRANCE
Winner: Santarelli 

Special Distinction: Ipsilon

BEST IP ADVISOR: US
Winner: Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox 

BEST IP ADVISOR: ASIA- PACIFIC 
Winner: China Patent Agent 
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JURY MEMBERS 

Carlos Atiles, Director of Legal Affairs, Agencias Navieras B&R
Vittorio Aversano, Senior IP & Brand Protection Counsel, Bulgari
Olivier Bloch, Intellectual Property Lead Counsel, Arkema
Marc Bouchet, Vice President Intellectual Property, Idemia
Catherine Brel, Deputy General Counsel, Renault
Lyse Brillouet, Vice President Intellectual Property and Licensing, Orange
Adraea Brown, Legal Director, Harley-Davidson
Jeffrey Butler, Senior IP Counsel, Lonza
Jean-Marc Brunel, Chief Intellectual Property Officer, Safran
Patricio Carballés, Legal Affairs Director, Laboratorios Richmond 
Tristan Carrier, Senior Manager, Intellectual Property Counsel – Americas, Dassault Systèmes 
Miroslav Černý, Coordinator of IP Department, Škoda Auto
Alfred Chaouat, Vice President Licensing, Interdigital 
Timothy Collins, Head of Intellectual Property, Bombardier Aviation
Antoine Dintrich, Chief Executive Officer, IEEPI
Olivier Duval , Senior In-House Counsel & Data Privacy Manager, MF Brands Group International 
Nane Engelhart, Legal IP Counsel, Tomtom International
Hanns Hallesius, Former Head of Group Intellectual Property, Electrolux
Patricia Hec, General Counsel Oncology, Novartis International 
Myrtha Hurtado Rivas, Global Head Trademarks & Domain Names, Novartis International 
Andreas Iwerbäck, Director of Group Technology & IP Intelligence, Husqvarna Group
Stephanie Jones, Intellectual Property Lead Counsel, General Motors 
Addam Kaufman, Corporate Counsel, Oracle
Yann Kolic, IP Patent Managing Counsel, Renault
Arne Lang, Head of IP Management, Evonik
Laurence Le Texier, Head of Patent Litigation, LFB Biotechnologies
Yacine Lotaut, Intellectual Property Director, Thales
Jennifer Mahmoudi Azar, Legal Counsel, GRTGaz
Bartolomeo Marcerano, Vice President Intellectual Property, Ansaldo Energia
Malcom Meeks, Patent Director, France Brevets 
Frédérique Minelle, Legal Manager, Groupe Rocher
David Modzeleski, Senior Vice President, IP & Liitgation, Discovery
Claudia 	Pappas, Head of IP Team Trademarks, ThyssenKrupp IP
Laetitia Paysan Teboul, Legal Manager, Orange
Ronald Prague, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, Synchronoss Technologies
Sophie Carole René-Worms, Former General Counsel, Reckitt Benckiser
Maud Robert, Director Trademarks & Counterfeit, Galderma
Edward Rockwell, Senior Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary, Epam Systems
Daniel Roslokken, Managing Member and General Counsel, Insurance Design Administrators
Aurélie Roux, Head of IP Law, Faurecia
Anne-Sophie Schaefer, Global Head of IP, Arkema
Thomas Schatz, Head of Legal and IP, Staedler
J. Bruce Schelkopf, Group Sr. Vice President & Chief Intellectual Property Officer, ABB
Gregory Sieczkiewicz, Executive Partner, Chief IP Counsel, MPM Capital
Nicholas Studler, Head of Intellectual Property, Lindt & Sprüngli
Gene Vinokur, Senior Patent Counsel, MERL-Mitsubishi Electric Research Laboratories 
Dennis Wilke, Legal Brand Protection/IP, Cluse
Stephan Wolke, Head of Intellectual Property & Services, ThyssenKrupp IP
Nabil Yanar, Senior IP Counsel, Groupe SEB


